Evaluation Protocol (AEP) with respect to assessing the necessity of hospital stay at the University Hospital of
to a lesser extent, have been used both by hospital care
As has already been stated [14] , the main difference between utilization reviews in the USA and Europe is that providers and financiers. Financiers and regulators have used this type of instrument to: while in the USA the instrument is used for hospital management, in Europe its use is limited to research for (1) control the supply of new hospital services (deciding the exclusive purpose of scientific study. However, and whether to grant a Certificate of Need) when there is after more than 12 years of published European research a significant volume of idle resources; on all manner of aspects related to the AEP, it is considered (2) plan the supply of alternative services (i.e. build a a mature instrument, ready for implementation in routine community health care centre rather than expand a health care management, and in Spain in fact it has been hospital when saturation of the hospital is due to used for this purpose for the last few years [15] . This is inappropriate stays corresponding to patients who could because the usefulness of an instrument is not so much be served in another setting; a function of its perfection but of knowledge of how to (3) adjust reimbursement, usually by adjusting payment use it and how to account for its limitations 
